HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
of Nattharnagar to Raghoji before? Now I have brought it
under my possession with the strength of my good fortune. By
what advice and counsel of a prudent enemy, you desire so ?
Don't you know that the notched parapets of the fort wall form
the array of the soldiers standing in diligence? The sides of
the walls are maydans to test the sword-play. To attack brave
men is to place the neck on the edge of the sword; to oppose
the straightforward is to point the arrow to the heart.
The desire for an impossible affair is far from safety; place
your feet cautiously, for many wells are there in this way; do
not be greedy for honey, for the danger of the sting is great;
to run on this deadly mayddn is to lose honour; to rely on the
French is like seeking the assistance of a gourd in a shoreless
sea. If you desire safety, retrace your steps; refrain from all
your claims over this kingdom granted to me by the Almighty.
Else the battlefield is very wide for the display of bravery; my
brave hand will become cruel in destroying the enemy. What
more can be written ?"
The letter written in this manner was adorned with his
seal and entrusted to the camel-riders in the presence of the
Nawwab who presented each of them with one hundred rupees
and a woollen shawl, and thus made them feel proud and
thankful. Then he conveyed to them the news orally thus:
"The previous reply to your letter was written by the adminis-
trators of my kingdom, without my knowledge when I was
seriously ill. At present by the grace of that Matchless Physi-
cian, I have recovered from my illness. I am getting ready
for the fight and expect your arrival." With these words he
gave back the Khan's letter bearing the terms of the treaty, and
sent them away. The ministers and the nobles of the court
submitted the real situation, namely, the want of war equip-
ments, the loss of his own authority outside the fort, the might
of the enemy because of the powerful army, the subjugation by
the enemy of the territories from the Narbada as far as Maliwar
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